Check your approval odds with NO hard

Pre-Approval pull

Every card below lets you pre-qualify first

Credit Card List -

a soft inquiry that never hurts your score.

What does “pre-qualification” mean?

Most major card issuers let you check whether you're likely to be approved before you apply — using only a
soft credit pull, which never affects your score. A pre-qualification is not a guaranteed approval, but it's the
smartest first step you can take: if you're pre-qualified, your odds are strong. If you're not, you just saved
yourself a hard inquiry.

How to use this list: 1) Find your lane below — building credit or already established. 2) Use the issuer's
official pre-qualification tool first (on their website — never a third-party link in a random email). 3) Apply for one
card at a time.

Building or Rebuilding Credit

Start here if your score is low, thin, or you're starting from zero.

Discover it® Secured Credit Card  Discover

Best for: starting from zero or rebuilding after setbacks

* No annual fee

e Cash back on every purchase

* Free FICO® score tracking

» Refundable security deposit — get it back with responsible use

Capital One Platinum < Capital One

Best for: fair or rebuilding credit, no rewards needed yet
e No annual fee

» No foreign transaction fees

e Automatic credit-line reviews for responsible use

Capital One QuicksilverOne ¢ Capital One
Best for: fair credit and you want simple cash back

e 1.5% cash back on every purchase

* No annual fee

A natural stepping stone to premium Capital One cards
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Petal® 2 Visa® -« Petal

Best for: no credit history and you hate fees

* No annual fee, no late fees, no foreign transaction fees

e 1-1.5% cash back

e Considers your banking history — not just your credit score

Chime Credit Builder ¢ Chime
Best for: building credit with training wheels
» No credit check to open

* No annual fee and no interest

e Reports to all three credit bureaus

Established Credit — Rewards Cards

For good-to-excellent credit. These pay you back for spending you'd do anyway.

Discover it® Cash Back ¢ Discover
Best for: good credit and a first real rewards card
» 5% cash back in rotating quarterly categories

* No annual fee

e Cashback Match™ — first-year rewards doubled

Chase Freedom Unlimited® ¢ Chase
Best for: good credit and effortless rewards
* 1.5% cash back on everything

I  Higher rates on travel and dining booked through Chase

* No annual fee

Chase Freedom Flex® ¢ Chase

Best for: good credit and you like maximizing categories
» 5% cash back in rotating quarterly categories

* No annual fee

« Pairs perfectly with Freedom Unlimited

Blue Cash Everyday® « American Express
Best for: good credit, especially for households

e Cash back on U.S. groceries, gas, and online retail

e No annual fee

» Strong welcome offers for new cardmembers
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Citi® Double Cash « Citi

Best for: good credit and flat-rate simplicity

e 2% on everything — 1% when you buy, 1% when you pay

* No annual fee

* No categories to track, ever

Capital One Quicksilver ¢ Capital One
Best for: good credit and one-card simplicity

» 1.5% flat cash back on every purchase

* No annual fee

 No foreign transaction fees

Apply Strategically

One at a time. Get the card, use it well for a few months, then consider the next one.
Pre-qualified # approved — but it's the best signal you get before a hard pull.

Never batch applications. Three applications in one weekend means three hard inquiries, each dinging
your score a few points.

Set up autopay the day the card arrives. Payment history is 35% of your credit score — protect it from
day one.

Keep new-card spending low. Stay under 30% of the limit; under 10% is even better for your score.

Terms change. Always confirm current rates, fees, and rewards on the issuer's official site before applying.

Disclaimer: This guide is for educational purposes only and is not financial advice. Card names are trademarks of their respective
issuers. Terms, rates, fees, and rewards change over time — always verify current details on the issuer's official website before
applying. Pre-qualification uses a soft credit inquiry and does not guarantee approval.
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